Jesus Calmed a Storm
Leader Bible Study
After a long day of teaching, Jesus and His disciples got into a boat to cross over to the other side of the
Sea of Galilee. When their short sailing trip was interrupted by a violent storm, the disciples found
themselves in danger with nowhere to turn—except to the One who created all things.
Several of the disciples were experienced fishermen. They had spent significant time on the Sea of
Galilee, but this storm was so strong that the waves overtook the boat. The disciples were afraid they
would drown. As the disciples panicked, what was Jesus doing? He was sleeping!
The disciples woke Jesus. The situation was out of their control, and perhaps they felt forsaken by God.
But their reaction was full of irony: “Teacher! Don’t you care that we’re going to die?” (Mark 4:38).
The disciples obviously did not know why Jesus had come to earth. Jesus had come to rescue people
from sin. In dying on the cross, Jesus would truly be forsaken by God. (See Matt. 27:46.) Jesus would die
the death the disciples—and all sinners—deserve so that they could live forever with God. Did Jesus
care that the disciples were going to die? Absolutely. But He was going to rescue them from something
worse than drowning. Jesus would save them from spiritual death.
Jesus calmed the wind and the waves. He displayed His power over creation and demonstrated that He
is truly God. God has power over the wind and the waves. (See Job 12:15; 28:25; Ps. 33:7; 107:25-30;
Amos 4:13.)
As you teach kids this Bible story, seize the opportunity to share the gospel. Help them understand the
truth the disciples did not yet fully grasp. Who is this man? He is the Messiah, the Savior, and the Son
of God.
The BIBLE Story
Jesus Calmed a Storm

Matthew 8; Mark 4; Luke 8

Jesus spent all day teaching crowds of people near the Sea of Galilee. That evening, Jesus
wanted to cross over to the other side of the sea.
So Jesus and His disciples left the crowds. They got into a boat and began sailing. Some of the
people from the crowds followed in their own boats. While Jesus and His disciples traveled, Jesus fell
asleep on a cushion at the back of the boat.
All of a sudden, a storm came. The wind was strong, and the waves crashed into the boat. Water
was coming into the boat, and the disciples were afraid! Many of the disciples were fishermen.
They had survived storms on the sea before, but this storm was different. It was so strong. If the water
kept coming in the boat, the boat would sink. Surely they would all drown!
The disciples looked to Jesus for help, but Jesus was still fast asleep at the back of the boat.
He didn’t seem to even notice the storm. Did Jesus care that they were about to sink into the sea?
The disciples woke up Jesus. “Lord, save us!” they said. “We are going to die!”
Jesus opened His eyes and saw that His friends were afraid. He got up and spoke to the wind. Then
Jesus said to the sea, “Silence! Be still!”
At the sound of Jesus’ voice, the wind stopped blowing and the waves stopped crashing.
Everything was calm. The disciples were safe.
Jesus looked at His disciples and asked, “Why are you afraid? Do you still have no faith?” Did
the disciples not trust Jesus to take care of them?
The disciples were amazed. “Who is this man?” they asked each other. “Even the wind and the
waves obey Him!”
Christ Connection: Jesus’ disciples knew Jesus was a good man and a good teacher. But when Jesus
calmed the wind and the waves, He showed His disciples that He is also God. God rules the sea and
stills its waves. (Psalm 89:9)
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